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Executive Summary

You have to go back to 1990 to find a spell of early spring weather even approaching the warm, dry period experienced in March and April of 2003. It presented ideal conditions for moorland fires.

Conditions like this are unusual so early in the year, but Baynes and Bostock argue that lessons must be learnt if the ecological disaster that befell the heather uplands in the spring of 2003 are not to be repeated.
· Over 30,000 acres of moorland burnt across the UK

· In England and Wales there were 20 large fires covering 15,500 acres

· Worst hit areas were the Peak District and Dartmoor

· The UK holds 75% of the world’s resource of open heather moorland and 2% went up in flames in two weeks.

Read on or download the document for more detailed information on:

· Controlled burning not to blame

· Other controlled burning

· Uncontrolled fires - the environmental catastrophe

· The economic consequences

· Visitor management

· A tale of two parks – the Peak District National Park and the Yorkshire Dales National Park

· MORECS – the scientific scale to measure the risk of fire

· Open access – increased dangers

· Fire fighting – mixed success

· Conclusions

