Management Plan Template for Grouse Moor Estates/SSSI
[Developed by English Nature in discussion with the Moorland Association]
Purpose of this document  
· As the draft management plan for a Wildlife Enhancement Scheme between English Nature and a grouse moor owner/manager (and the WES is a permission under s.28E of the Wildlife and Countryside Act).  
· The text may also be used as the basis for a stand-alone, time-limited consent under s.28E of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, with accompanying maps.  
· The text may form the basis for a Higher Level Environmental Stewardship agreement.
· The text includes much explanatory information to assist the drafting of individual agreements.  Much of this, eg the parts in italics, can be removed or refined for the final text.

Background and approach

English Nature acknowledges the considerable contribution that management for grouse shooting over the last 150 years has made and is making to the conservation of heather moorland and a range of nationally and internationally important species in England. 
English Nature believes that hill farming can help maintain and enhance moorland, including its biodiversity, whilst enabling farmers to supply good quality products. 
English Nature recognises the wider environmental, social and economic importance of moorlands including their roles as water catchments; as a carbon store; in flood prevention strategies; and as a recreational and tourism resource.
Management of grouse moors, particularly through sensitive burning, bracken management and low intensity grazing can create a mosaic of habitats important for nature conservation and provide nesting and feeding ground for a range of native bird species - whilst encouraging and maintaining a harvestable grouse population and providing important grazing for domestic stock.  

English Nature therefore recognises the very significant contribution that the moorland gamekeeper and farmer can make to integrated moorland management including the achievement of the Government’s wildlife targets on grouse moors.  A number of significant management issues also need to be addressed in some areas to achieve these targets but these can be resolved through positive partnership.
English Nature and the Moorland Association agree that the overall purpose in seeking agreed plans between English Nature and individual moor managers is to build on the above principles to set out the moorland management that will deliver:

a) favourable condition on the part of the SSSI covered by the plan;

b) ongoing effective and sustainable driven grouse moor (+/- agricultural) businesses 

The intention is to seek agreed management under a Wildlife Enhancement Scheme (WES), Higher Level Stewardship or time-limited consent and these will generally be for five year periods.  Where a WES is involved, English Nature can only make financial contributions through the agreement for the purpose of conserving or benefiting the features of special interest. 

Particularly under scheme agreements, it will be desirable for English Nature and estate staff to work together to collect information to help with future reviews of management, eg annual records of breeding birds and of burning.
The conservation objectives for the SSSI land are based on Common Standards Guidance as to ‘favourable condition’ for the features designated as of special interest.  In discussing agreements with land managers, the conservation aim will be to maintain, or achieve recovery to, favourable condition although other specific enhancements may also be discussed and pursued subject to the land manager’s interest.  The Common Standards Guidance may be reviewed from time to time by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (covering the UK).  If changes are made then these will be discussed with the land manager and relevant amendments to the agreed management may be made during the period of an agreement or at the start of a new agreement.

The criteria for assessing the condition of heather moorland have been standardised to enable consistent assessment.  They identify a number of types of ground which are particularly sensitive or likely to be damaged by burning.  However it is recognised that some of these may include ground which it is important for the manager to be able to burn, and that in a number of these cases, it may be possible to carry out burning in such a way as to avoid damage to the sensitive features.  To ensure that both the conservation and wider land management objectives are addressed, in the areas defined as sensitive, there will be a presumption against burning.  However where carefully managed burning is important for grouse moor management reasons and it is agreed that this can be carried out without causing damage, then consent will be given.
A management plan will be developed through discussion between English Nature and the Land Manager.  This will involve raising awareness of the issues on both sides and the development of an increased understanding of the interests of both parties.  Such an approach will continue and regular reviews of plan delivery will take place through the life of the plan.  It is appreciated that the agreed plan may involve modifications to the moorland management previously undertaken by the Land Manager.  The impacts of these have been considered in a generic way through detailed discussions between English Nature and the Moorland Association.  The management plan will reflect the translation of the generic guidance into local prescriptions agreed for the land.  In preparing this consideration of the impact on grouse moor and agricultural management will be taken into account.
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Annex 1
SSSI:



 NAME SSSI
SAC/SPA/Ramsar:   


Land Manager(s):

Agreement date:
1.
Introduction

This is the Management Plan referred to in the Agreement and is to be read in conjunction with the Agreement.

English Nature acknowledges the considerable contribution that management for grouse shooting over the last 150 years has made and is making to the conservation of heather moorland and a range of nationally and internationally important species in England. 
English Nature believes that hill farming can help maintain and enhance moorland, including its biodiversity, whilst enabling farmers to supply good quality products. 
English Nature recognises the wider environmental, social and economic importance of moorlands including their roles as water catchments; as a carbon store; in flood prevention strategies; and as a recreational and tourism resource.
Management of grouse moors, particularly through sensitive burning, bracken management and low intensity grazing can create a mosaic of habitats important for nature conservation and provide nesting and feeding ground for a range of native bird species - whilst encouraging and maintaining a harvestable grouse population and providing important grazing for domestic stock.  

English Nature therefore recognises the very significant contribution that the moorland gamekeeper and farmer can make to integrated moorland management including the achievement of the Government’s wildlife targets on grouse moors.  
(above can be tailored to the specific land management of the holding/moor)

The overall purpose of this management plan is to build on the above principles to set out the agreed moorland management that will deliver:

- favourable condition on this part of the SSSI, in a way which is consistent with the owner/occupier’s objectives of managing an economic driven grouse shooting +/- agricultural business. 

 In particular it will:

· briefly describe the nature and geological (where relevant) conservation importance of the Land

· describe what constitutes “favourable condition”

· set out the objectives of management to achieve favourable condition in the context of the grouse moor and agricultural business objectives
· identify and set down the agreed management actions to deliver the objectives 

· identify any other agreed management which does not conflict with the objectives.

Any variations or amendments to this Plan must be agreed in writing between the parties, signed by both parties and attached to this Plan, and will thereafter be treated as part of this Plan.

This Plan applies to the Land described in the Agreement 

2.
Nature Conservation Importance

2.1 Importance of the SSSI
Complete using SSSI citation and tailor to the specific holding
2.2 Importance of the SAC and SPA
Complete using SAC and SPA citation

2.3 Background 
2.3.1 Land managers’ interests and objectives:  

To be defined on a site-by-site basis.  This aims to set the context including a brief description of the interest of the land manager as well as detailed information on the Ownership and whether the land and sporting rights are leased.  

Add information on what the Land Managers objectives are i.e. do they manage the land as a grouse moor and/or for agriculture. Should include statements on the importance for grouse and other relevant activities as appropriate.
2.3.2 SSSI/SAC/SPA (delete as appropriate) condition:  Add in a paragraph summarising the condition of the Land – is it favourable or unfavourable and what are the main issues? 
Appendix 2 (should include a site map) shows the condition of each monitoring unit as assessed by English Nature.  For more detailed site unit comments further information can be obtained from English Nature’s website on www.english-nature.org.uk’.
3.
Management Aims and Objectives 
3.1 Management Plan Aim

The aim is to manage the site to deliver favourable condition for all interest features for which the SSSI, SAC and SPA have been designated, whilst seeking to do this in a way that is consistent with the owner’s business and other objectives.

3.2 Management Objectives – to achieve SSSI/SAC/SPA (delete as appropriate) favourable condition

These need to be specific to the qualifying features of the site and as appropriate to the relevant SSSI units.  These features should therefore be named as per the SSSI/SAC/SPA reportable features with the overall objective for each to maintain and/or restore to favourable condition.  It may also be appropriate to note when these objectives are making a contribution to national/regional/local Biodiversity Action Plans.

Insert/delete bullet points as appropriate to the site.  Possible examples include: 

· To maintain, enhance and where possible restore the number and diversity of species and structure of the existing moorland;

· Improve the condition and cover of grazing suppressed dwarf shrubs on dry heath, blanket bog and wet heath;

· Maintain and restore the hydrological integrity of the peatland system and other notified wetland features; 

· Maintain the existing native broadleaved woodland and enhance, where appropriate, woodland cover eg along gills/cloughs; 

· Maintain, subject to natural change,  breeding bird species numbers (any decrease within limit of acceptable change) and assemblages for which the site has been designated (may refer to conservation objectives);

· Restore areas of degraded notified habitat, esp dry heath, wet heath or blanket bog. 

· Other site-specific interests, eg rare plants; geology.

PLUS ANY ADDITIONAL POINTS
It may be appropriate to show these more detailed objectives in a table listed by feature or unit.  The table can outline the feature/unit, the more detailed objectives for it and outline the management needed.  The table will cross-reference to the Agreement maps.
3.3 Other conservation management objectives:  There may be national/regional/local Biodiversity Action Plan habitats and species or other nature conservation features not covered by the SSSI/SAC/SPA  designations present on the holding.  There may be opportunities to develop less intensively managed and more structurally diverse areas that approach a more natural ecosystem.  Where management to deliver these objectives can be agreed by all parties then relevant objectives and management actions can be included in the Management Plan. 
3.4 Assessment of Favourable Condition 

In order to assess the success of management activities, English Nature will carry out an assessment of the condition of the interest features on the Land before and during the life time of the Agreement.  A description of favourable condition is detailed in Appendix 7. The Agreement Land is divided into management units according to tenure and habitat types and or topographical features.  Within each unit all interest features will normally be monitored as a minimum on a six yearly cycle using the appropriate Common Standard Monitoring Guidance and Methodology tailored if appropriate to the relevant units.   The assessment will be discussed with the Land Manager to review progress over the delivery of the management objectives following the assessment.  Any potential changes to management will be discussed and agreed with the Land Manager.
4.
Management Prescriptions

The Land Manager will manage the Land as follows:

4.1
Burning (and cutting): Land within the Burning Rotation amend appropriately if cutting is used instead of burning 

The map at Appendix 3 shows areas of heather moorland that will be managed by rotational burning.  

NB. Areas of the moor with no or low dwarf heath shrub cover are considered to be outside the burning rotation, including most land dominated by bracken or rush and areas of grassland.  These areas are shown on the map at Appendix 4.

4.1.1
Dry heath

Areas of dry heath vegetation as shown on Appendix 3 will be burnt on a rotation of no less than XX years.  The maximum area of dry heath to be burnt in the five year agreement (amend the length of the agreement) period will be XXX hectares.

This equates to the average annual total of XXX hectares.  The amount burnt each year can be varied above and below this average as long as the total hectarage consented over the five (amend the length of the agreement) year period is not exceeded.  
In areas known to be used by ground nesting birds of prey, or that hold particular vegetation features, an appropriate longer burning rotation may be desirable to maintain suitable nesting or habitat conditions.  In these cases the rotation and locations will be agreed and described (Appendix 3).
4.1.2
Blanket Bog 

There is particular concern to see only very careful burning on areas of blanket bog (that is, vegetation that generally covers deeper peat) to avoid damaging the peat resource as well as for maintaining or restoring the delicate surface vegetation.  In many areas burning of blanket bog is either not needed or is not desirable for nature conservation and/or wider land management purposes.  Where heather is currently dominant on blanket bog, burning management may still be appropriate as part of a conservation management/restoration plan.  However, where burning takes place it will always be important to ensure that the peat resource and any sensitive vegetation are not damaged.

Areas of blanket bog as shown on Appendix 3 will be burnt on a rotation of no less than XX years.  The maximum area of blanket bog vegetation to be burnt in the five year agreement (amend the length of the agreement) period will be XXX hectares.

This equates to the average annual total of XXX hectares.  The amount burnt each year can be varied above and below this average as long as the total hectarage consented over the five (amend the length of the agreement) year period is not exceeded.  
4.1.3
Wet Heath

There is also particular concern to see only very careful burning on areas of wet heath (vegetation that generally covers shallower peat) to avoid damaging the peat resource as well as for maintaining or restoring the delicate surface vegetation.

Areas of wet heath as shown on Appendix 3 will be burnt on a rotation of no less than XX years.  The maximum area of wet heath vegetation to be burnt in the five year agreement (amend the length of the agreement) period will be XXX hectares.

This equates to the average annual total of XXX hectares.  The amount burnt each year can be varied above and below this average as long as the total hectarage consented over the five (amend the length of the agreement) year period is not exceeded.  

4.1.4
It is agreed that for each burn the following will be adhered to (note these are minimum standards and may need to be amended depending on site conditions):

· Burning will only take place in areas where the heather cover reaches 50% or more in the proposed burn area and where the heather  is not less than 30cm/1ft* in height  and where burning is consistent with the agreed rotation (unless agreed as part of a restoration or recovery  plan).  Measuring heather/vegetation height = done by placing a measuring stick down into the vegetation (not by stretching heather plants out).  *Normally 30cm/1ft but different heights may be appropriate in particular situations such as the lower altitude, faster-growing moors.
· An agreed proportion of heather-dominated ground will be burnt before it reaches the over-mature/degenerate phase (height to be defined – eg 40-45cm) unless agreed to be within a longer rotation.  This is to provide the diversity of structure required by ground-nesting birds and allow for good moorland regeneration whilst also providing for grouse and sheep grazing.
· Burn size will be managed with the objective of restricting individual burns to ideally less than 30 metres wide, however the maximum width will be 55 metres. This is consistent with guidance from the Game Conservancy Trust. The maximum area of each burn will be no more than two hectares.  Agree current practice with individual Estates and note burning patterns. On deep peat it may be necessary to reduce the maximum size of burns to minimise risks to the peat substrate.  In exceptional circumstances it may be necessary to burn larger areas in order to break up continuous stands of even-aged heather and reinstate an agreed burning rotation.  Any proposals of this type should be discussed with English Nature at the time of plan preparation.
· Sometimes catch-up burns are desired by moorland managers where there has not been much burning for a number of years.  Any proposals for catch-up burning outside the consented burning hectarage will be considered.  Any such proposals because they are not part of this Agreement will need separate consent from English Nature.  (NB Where it is possible to agree proposals as part of the Agreement they will be integrated into the burning plan).
· Burning will only be carried out when conditions allow for quick cool burns.  A cool burn is one which removes the dwarf-shrub canopy yet leaves behind a proportion of ‘stick’ and does not cause damage to the moss layer or expose the peat surface.  [Hotter, slower burns can kill the moss and lichen layer and plants like cowberry and bilberry and if severe it can burn into the peat surface causing erosion and affecting the integrity of the sensitive habitat.]  Any moss or lichen or litter layer should not be damaged by burning.  When conditions do not to allow for this, fires will not be started.   
· Burning is only allowed between 1 October and 15 April.  Caution should be followed during periods of dry weather and burning should not be undertaken even within this period where bird nesting activity has been noted in proposed burn areas. 

· Any accidental burns will count towards the total amount consented over the five (amend to the length of the agreement) year agreement period.  If accidental burns /arson result in the total being exceeded early, then the management plan should be reviewed with English Nature.
· Heather and Grass etc. Regulations 1986 (as amended)/  MAFF ‘Heather and Grass Burning Code’.  All burning will follow the Regulations and should be in accordance with the Code (and any future revisions thereof) unless otherwise specified within this management plan.  The Heather and Grass Burning Code and Regulations can be found on the DEFRA website www.defra.gov.uk.  

· Sufficient personnel and equipment will be available to control burning for example to extinguish any fires that prove to be too hot or that are in danger of getting out of control.  Ideally there should be a bowser/sprayer available or a suitable all-terrain vehicle and radio contact between keepers.

· Within known bird of prey nesting zones blocks of taller heather should be retained (to be mapped; Appendix 3).

· The Land Manager will inform English Nature as soon as possible and within a week of any accidental burns that do not follow the practices listed above.

· The Land Manager or employees will regularly review with English Nature heather growth rates, using local knowledge and all available information eg aerial photography. This will inform joint understanding and assessment of burning rotations and facilitate future planning.

4.2 Land outside the Burning Rotation 

4.2.1
To achieve favourable condition and sustainable moorland management the following types of land will normally be excluded from the burning rotation  (there may be circumstances where carefully controlled burning in an area usually outside the burning rotation may be appropriate for one or more good management reasons, including delivery of SSSI favourable condition (eg to prevent conversion of heath to woodland).  Where these circumstances can be predicted, agreed and adequately described they will be included in the Agreement.  Otherwise any proposals will be the subject of separate consultation and consent).  The following categories are considered: 

· Areas sensitive to disturbance and damage by fire, ‘Sensitive Areas’.

· Areas of heath, which it is agreed, should not be burnt- as a guide these should, in combination with heath in the ‘Sensitive Areas’ represent at least 10% of the heathland area over the relevant SSSI. The aim of this is to provide adequate representation of the mature and degenerate phases of heather growth, sometimes absent or poorly represented on the more intensively burnt grouse moors. Across large SSSI, a reasonable spread of structure across the site will be desirable.  On some moors the agreed rotation may provide for the mature and degenerate phases whilst on others, it is quite possible that such representation could also be agreed through the lengthening of the burning rotation in places thus avoiding the need to specify additional no burn areas. At this stage English Nature, working with a sample of Land Managers, will need to determine whether this approach would provide the desired nature conservation end result, which can be monitored readily and unambiguously, while being practical for the land manager. There will then need to be discussion and agreement with JNCC to this new approach with respect to Common Standards.
· Other areas not to be burnt (eg grassland, wetland habitats).

· Areas where it is agreed there should be no burning on a temporary basis.

There will be no burning on ‘sensitive’ and other areas mapped in Appendix 4 and described below.

4.2.2
Sensitive Areas: The ‘sensitive’ areas have been mapped based on definitions below and in discussion with the Land Manager.  As other important ‘sensitive’ areas are located these will be discussed between English Nature and the estate and agreed areas will be added to the map in Appendix 4.  However, it is unlikely that it will be possible to map all ‘sensitive’ areas.  Where they are encountered but are unmapped every effort will be made to avoid burning into them.  ‘Sensitive’ areas include:

· Flushes and mires including areas around springs, pools, wet hollows and those rich in bog mosses with abundant and or almost continuous cover of Sphagnum species, other mosses, liverworts and or lichens, where burning is likely to damage the interest.  Such areas contain species which are sensitive to burning and often occur only at a small scale. [English Nature staff will need to identify examples to the Land Manager so they are clear as to what the interest feature is.]
· Haggs, erosion gullies and areas of bare peat.

· Land, normally around and above  600 metres, where burning is likely to damage slow-growing vegetation and vulnerable habitats 

· Areas with native trees or shrubs or immediately adjacent to planting enclosures. Where lack of burning and grazing allows scrub/woodland cover to extend on to open moorland the extent and spread should be reviewed from time to time with the land manager to ensure this is compatible with the agreed objectives.
·  Areas where soils are less than 5 centimetres deep or ground made up of scree or where there is high incidence of exposed rock.

· Areas with a noticeably uneven structure, at the spatial scale one metre square or less.   In heathland this unevenness is most commonly found in very old heather stands, often comprising large and spreading dwarf shrub bushes.  The dwarf shrub canopy will not be completely continuous and some of its upper surface may be twice as high as other parts.  In blanket bog unevenness can also be characterised by Sphagnum hummocks, lawns and hollows or mixtures of well-developed cotton-grass tussocks and spreading bushes of dwarf shrubs.

· There should be no burning within an agreed width (to be determined on a site by site basis) either side of a watercourse, from the edge of the watercourse where the following apply:

· to protect those that have a well developed bankside structure/cover; 

· to protect those where bankside erosion is an issue;

· to protect those, including active grips, that have a significant hydrological function taking water off the moor. 

Burning up to the edge of these watercourses may significantly increase the runoff and securing a buffer of unburnt ground immediately around these watercourses should reduce the impact of runoff and diffuse pollution.  These will be identified and agreed with the land manager on the ground. In particular there is a need to agree those grips which are active ie those which are actively transporting water, contributing to erosion and the presence of bare peat surfaces and ongoing carbon loss. Where it is agreed that the hydrology can be restored, eg by grip or gully blocking, then burning will normally be able to be resumed within a few years once the blocks have successfully established and water levels recovered.
· Steep slopes and gullies greater than 1 in 3 on blanket bog and 1 in 2 on dry heath (where this affects the ability to recover shot birds in and around butts, individual discussions will be held to minimise any negative impact and agreed in accordance with 4.2.1.  The aim shall be to agree any variations from the no burn approach in the Agreement.  Where this cannot be done proposals will be subject to separate consultation and consent). 
· Areas of heather moorland and bog, as agreed between English Nature and the Land Manager as not obviously recently burnt, so as to conserve fire-sensitive species that might be lost by a resumption of burning. 

· Areas in which rare, fire-sensitive species occur.

4.2.3
Additional heathland agreed to be outside the burning rotation:


Where the heathland covered by the ‘Sensitive Areas’ is below 10% of the total area of heathland it may be appropriate to increase the land taken out of the burning rotation (to meet the general standard to have at least 10% of the heathland in the SSSI not subject to intense disturbance - however see 4.2.1 regarding the potential to agree rotations that deliver the desired outcome)
4.2.4
Other areas not to be burnt: 

· Bracken-dominated areas - no burning within 15 metres of bracken-dominated areas, unless as part of an agreed bracken management programme. 

· Areas of grassland and rush dominated areas.

· Areas of blanket bog not dominated by heather (e.g. areas dominated by cotton grass, crowberry, bilberry etc)

4.2.5
 Areas outside the Burning Rotation on Temporary Basis:


This covers land that could be burnt but which is damaged and as part of its 
restoration requires a period of no burning until features are assessed as recovered. 
It should be included as required and examples of potential use are:
· Overgrazed blanket bog, wet heath or dry heath vegetation.

· Areas of grip blocking (until peat dams etc established, eg 2 years).

· Areas damaged by burns.
4.3
Drainage

Hydrological integrity of moorland habitats is an important part of sustainable moorland management.  It is therefore agreed that there will be no new drainage works or gripping carried out on the Land.  


The maintenance of drains along walls or established tracks (surfaced tracks where drains currently exist) can be maintained but not deepened, widened or improved.  These will be defined and mapped.  Outside these areas other maintenance will be considered with English Nature if such maintenance is covered by the ‘Operations Likely to Damage’ or it is otherwise agreed to do so.  


(NB  Where maintenance of other existing drains can be predicted, agreed and adequately described they will be included in the Agreement)


Artificial (e.g. grips) and other man-induced (e.g. erosion gullies) drainage across areas of moorland and in particular blanket bog can lead to significant changes in the hydrology, morphology and ecology of the habitat.  During the course of this agreement:

Use options as required:


1.
the Land Manager will block active grips as determined and agreed with English Nature on the Land.

2.
the Land Manager and English Nature will identify the potential to ameliorate/prevent erosion in gullies and agree a programme of works including the funding package.
4.4
Moorland restoration (if appropriate)


This should be included where there are agreed proposals to restore areas of moorland.  In some cases English Nature may make a financial contribution to the work (in line with the conservation objectives).  Examples include re-vegetation of eroded moorland (e.g. bare peat) and restoratione.g. of Molinia grassland to wet heath). The conservation objectives will seek to achieve a diversity of natural habitats.  This may include some areas of acidic grassland.

Details will be site specific but might include some or all of stock exclusion, heather brashing, lime and fertiliser, nurse crops, cultivation/rotovation, heather seed, herbicide, burning.  
4.5
Vehicles


Vehicles will not cross the ‘sensitive areas’ as highlighted on Appendix 4.  Outside these areas the use of vehicles must not result in rutting or damage to the surface vegetation and special care should be taken to avoid wet and boggy areas.  The use of wheeled or tracked vehicles in connection with grouse moor management will be largely restricted to mapped tracks as shown on Appendix 6, although low ground pressure vehicles like argocats are likely to be used more widely (eg for direct dosing) but only where their use will not cause rutting.


During the bird breeding season 1 April to 31 July vehicles used off established routes and tracks will be kept to a minimum to avoid bird disturbance and damage to nest sites.  Where it is current practice not to use vehicles during the bird breeding season this will continue.

Note. There may be vehicle movements undertaken by other parties eg grazing interests, outwith this agreement.

4.6
Tracks  

English Nature appreciate that tracks may sometimes be necessary to facilitate management on grouse moors including both shooting and grazing management and that they can therefore be required in some situations to achieve or maintain appropriate management. The location of existing tracks will be mapped (Appendix 6). Proposals for new tracks will be assessed by examining the effects on the interest features of the SSSI/SAC/SPA and will be permitted if they do not impact significantly on the interest features or affect site integrity. The creation, improvement or upgrade of existing tracks will require separate consultation and consent from English Nature unless a track management plan can be agreed and defined as part of this agreement.  Maintenance of existing tracks either does not require consent (check OLD list) or is hereby agreed as part of the above track management plan.  NB The difference between maintenance and upgrading needs to be understood and agreed and should be clarified on a site by site basis as part of the track management plan.

Please note the owner may require other permissions for new tracks or track improvements. In particular on sites that are SAC or SPA operations that may be permitted under General Development Orders should not be commenced until written notification of the approval is received from the planning authority under regulation 62 of the Habitat Regulations.

4.7 
Grazing

Use and expand options as required: 
Where the grazing management is under the control of the Land Manager: describe the current and or required grazing management.)

Where we have secured/will secure a separate agreement which achieves/will achieve sustainable grazing: include a stocking calendar, off/away wintering, destocking details and sustainable foddering regime/s

 Where we have issued/will issue consent for sustainable grazing and foddering regime/s: describe these.

Where the grazing management is not under the control of the Land Manager:  

Outline number of graziers, whether the graziers have entered into an agri-environment scheme, grazing at sustainable levels, sustainable foddering, any other activities their tenancy or rights allow.

4.8
Fertilisers (organic and inorganic)


The application and storage of manure, fertilisers or lime is not permitted on the Land.  (NB Lime and fertiliser may be needed as part of agreed moorland restoration works, which will be separately described in this Plan or consented outwith this Agreement).

4.9
Pesticides, Herbicides, Insecticides and Fungicides

It is agreed that pesticides, herbicides, insecticides and fungicides will not generally be used on the land.  The exceptions are:

· The Land Manager may control (bracken/ invasive soft rush using asulox/roundup/other appropriate chemical/s as agreed).  This will be undertaken in accordance with a (bracken/soft rush, spraying/weedwiping) programme to be agreed with English Nature and requiring separate consent (unless details agreed in this Plan) (DELETE AND ADD IN ANY OTHER INVASIVE SPECIES AFFECTING THE INTEREST FEATURES).
· The use of herbicide may be needed as part of agreed moorland restoration works, which will be separately described in this Plan or consented out with this Agreement
If the intention is to control weeds in or near water, then the consent of the Environment Agency must be obtained before spraying.  For aerial spraying, if the land to be treated is adjacent to or within 250m of water then the Environment Agency must be consulted at least 72 hours in advance.

4.10
Pest Control

The lawful control of all legitimate ‘pest’ species may be carried out e.g. fox, carrion crow, stoat, magpie, mink, rabbit and weasel.

Where rabbits are contributing to overgrazing and erosion English Nature will support a programme of control to maintain low population levels. (USE PARAGRAPH IF RABBITS ARE AFFECTING AN INTEREST FEATURE ON THE SSSI.)

4.11 
Shooting and Sporting 

Use if appropriate to the site:

The Land Manager may cut bilberry and heather turfs for the routine maintenance of existing grouse butts.

(If information is provided, where possible map the lines of grouse butts or hurdles)

English Nature will consider proposals for new lines of grouse butts or hurdles and the replacement of hurdles with permanent grouse butts and as long as the specific locations will not result in direct or indirect damage to the features of interest, English Nature would be likely to consent such proposals. This will require further consultation and consent from English Nature over the manner of construction, timing of operation, detail of location and the use of access routes, unless agreed as part of this plan.  [Note that burning into sensitive areas to achieve picking-up around new lines of butts will not normally be agreed.]

The Land Manager may use natural quartz grit and medicated grit and undertake direct dosing of grouse.
4.13
Trees, hedges, bushes, banks, walls and fences

There may be scope to undertake native tree/shrub planting, eg in areas of dense bracken and/or steep slopes and gullies.  This may provide an important woodland habitat for upland birds such as black grouse.  Any future tree planting will need to be agreed with English Nature.

(DETAIL ANY WOODLAND GRANT SCHEMES OR WOODLAND PROPOSALS THAT THE LAND MANAGER WISHES TO UNDERTAKE. ) 


The Land Manager will be responsible for the maintenance of any trees, hedges, bushes, banks, wall and fences or other boundaries that fall within the Land Managers liability on the Agreement Land.  

Schedule 1

Annual Management works programme

	Specific Works Prescription
	Location within site
	Extent – area,

length, etc
	Timing
	Annual Payment
	Responsibility

	Sustainable Moorland Management
	Boundary of Agreement Land as shown on Appendix X

	XXX hectares
	All year
	XX hectares @ £7 per hectare 

£


	Land Manager


Schedule 2 

Specific works programme

	Specific Works Prescription
	Location within site
	Extent – area,

length, etc
	Timing
	Payment
	Responsibility

	List the type of work
	Areas are highlighted on Appendix X
	.  
	
	
	


Schedule 3

	IACS/NG 

field number
	area
	Description

	
	Ha
	Acres
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